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Y «“ THEY have governed Ireland by equitable laws, and the local disturbances, we feel confident, { 
2 | «will be suppressed by the aid of those laws, without having recousse to severity, which the Opposition , 
te “seem to recommend.—Bat we do not believe that the party wishing for a separation from Great 
sh “ Britain is either active or powerful, and however the Opposition may advertise for an invasion by pub- 


‘« jishing ‘* that at this moment there are not 6,000 regular troops in Ireland, nor even 2,000 of regular 


" 

a “«  jpfantry,” we should not have any fears for Ireland wee she left withoul a regiment. la the first 
‘place, whilst we occupy Buonaparté in Portugal and Spain, and whilst we force him to convert his 

° ‘“ troops in Holland and Germany into Custom-house Officers, to carry on war agaiust English merchan- 

n- “ dize, we are doing more to protect Ireland than if we left thousands upon thousands in the kingdom, 

mn ‘In the next place, we will not im‘tate the Opposition, and so far calumniate the Irish people as to 

pt, ‘“ suppose they wish for or would favour an invasion. No; No, A French army with the lying invita- 


‘< tion of liberty ow their banners, would find partizans 70 longer. The French revolution and the modern 
‘“ Hun have murdered liberty ; they have destroyed the delusion that considered France the upholder of 
, ‘all free and enlightened principles; the time of danger is gone by.’\——-Covunier, Venal News-paper, 


iW } 9th Feb. 1809. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Inetanp.—Look at the motto, English 
Reader! Look at the motto! And then 
say to what a pass English gullébilety must 
have come, before a news-paper writer, 
who is interested in the sale of his work, 
would, only eleven days ago,have publish- 
ed such a passage. The baseness of these 
venal writers is well known; but, their 
self-interestedness cannot be disputed, and 
what must that people be, to publish such 
a passage amongst whom a man thought 
it likely to serve his interest? ‘These 
assertions, relative to the tranquil state of 
Ireland, were hardly published; nay, at 
the very moment that they were in the 
press in England, the state of things in 
Ireland wassuch, that the Magistrates were 
called upon by the government to put in 
force, or act upon an act of Parliament, 
passed in 1793, called the ConveNnTiIon 
Act; according to which act it is a high 
misdemeanour in any part of the people to 
assemble for the purpose of choosing any 
persons to act for them in framing petitions 
ar other representations for the producing 
of any change in any thing established by 
law. But, it will be best to give the act 
at full length, and then there can be no 
charge of a misrepresentation of it*. So, 
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you see, this Act is not so to be construed 
as to prevent or impede the undoubted right of 
the people to petition the King and the 
Parliament. Oh, dear, no! It is not to 
take away the inestimable right of humbly 
praying. It is only to prevent the people 
from holding meetings, from assembling to- 
gether to consult as to the choosing of the 
persons whom they may deem most, pro- 
per for aiding them in collecting the sense 
of other parts of the people, in order to 
give effect to their petitions. It is very 
well known, that the Catuotics of Ireland 
are now preparing a petition to Parliament 
for the removal of what they have long 
deemed weighty grievances; it is also 
well known, that they have held many 
meetings for this purpose in Dublin, at 
which meeting delegates from the several 
parts of the country attended; and, it is 
very clear, that, if this law (passed in 
1793), this law, passed under the auspices 
of the “ great statesman now no more ;’” it 
is very clear, that, if this law be enforced, 
there can be no more such meetings; that 
the whole thing is.broken up, and put an 
end to. Now we come to the fact of what 
has been done.—_—The Lorp LizuTEnant 
of Ireland ordered a Circular Letter to be 
sent to the Magistrates, signed by W. 
Wettestey Pote (a brother of the other 











*K.G. IIL A. $3. c. 20.—An Act to 


| prevent the Election or Appointment of Unlaw- 


ful Assemblies, under of ing or 
Presenting Public Potions or sche” Mitr cone 
(0 his M yesty or the Parliament.—Whereas 
the election or appointment of Assemblies 
purporting to represent the People, or any 
description or number of the People of this 
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realm, under pretence of preparing or pre- 
senting Petitions, Complaints, Remonstran- 
ces and Declarations, and other Addresses 
to the King, or to both or either Houses of 
Parliament, for. alteration of matters estab- 
lished by law, of redress of alledged griev- 
ances in Church and State,'may be made 
use of to serve the ends of factious and se- 
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Wellesleys), his Chief Secretary, dated 
Dublin Castle, 12 Feb. 1811, of which 
letter the following has been published as 
a copy.——*“ Sir,—It being reported that 
“the Roman Catholics in the county of 
. are to be called together, or have 
“ been called together, to nominate or ap- 
“ point Persons as Representatives, Dele- 
“ gates, or Managers, to act in their be- 
se half as members of an unlawful as- 
“sembly, sitting in Dublin, and calling 
“ itself the Catholic Committee, you are 
“ required, in pursuance of the provisions 
“of an Act of the Thirty-third of the 
“ King, chap. 29, to cause to be arrested, and 
“to commit to prison (unless bail shall be 
a given) all persons within your juris- 
‘diction, who shall be guilty of giving, 
“or having given, or of publishing, or 
“having published, or of causing, or 
“ having caused to be given or published, 
“ any written or other notice of the election 
“‘ and appointment, in any manner, of such 
“* representative, delegate, or manager, as 





—— 


ditious persons, to the violation of the pub- 
lic peace, and the great and manifest en- 
couragement of riot, tumult, and disorder ; 
be it declared and enacted by the King’s 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons in Parliament as- 
sembled, and by the authority of the same ; 
That all Assemblies, Committees, or other 
Bodies of persons elected, or in any other 
manner constituted or appointed to repre- 
sent, or assuming or exercising a right or 
authority to represent the people of this 
realm, or any number or description of the 
people of the same ; or the people of any 
province, county, city, town, or other 
district within the same, under the pre- 
tence ‘of petitioning for, or in any other 
manner procuring an alteration of matters 
established by Law, in Church or State, 
save and except the Knights, Citizens, and 
Burgesses, elected to serve in the Parlia- 
ment thereof, and save and except the 
Houses of Convocation, duly summoned b 

the King’s writ, are unlawful Assemblies ; 
and it shall and may be lawful for any 
Mayor, Sheriff, Justice of the Peace, or 
other Peace Officer ; and they are hereby 
reqpoctivety authorised and required wiih- 
in his and their respective jurisdictions, to 
disperse all such unlawful Assemblies ; and 
if. eens: ap enter into the same, and to 
apprehend: all. persons offending in that 
behalf. —IL ‘And be it further fare, 


That if any person shall give or publish, 
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“ aforesaid; or of attending, Voting, or 
“ acting, or of having attended, voted, o, 
“ acted in any manner, in: the-choice o 
‘‘ appointment of such representative, de. 
“ legate, or manager. And you are t) 
“ communicate these directions, as far 4 
« lies in your power, forthwith, to the se. 
« veral Magistrates of the said county of 
«“ N..B. Sheriffs are to act under 
“the warrant of Magistrates, in cases 
« where the crime has been committed.— 
« By command of his Grace the Lord 
«« Lieutenant.” Such is the instrument, 
which has attracted so much attention, 
How well its tone agrees with the asser. 
tion taken for my motte! What an infamy 
is it, that such imposture should exist as 
that carried on by the venal author of tha 
motto! What an infamy t the English 
nation, who really seem to desire to be de- 
ceived with regard to Ireland ; but, whose 
silly and base desire will be frastrated in 
spite of themselves ; for hear and see ani 
feel the truth they must. ‘They may hide 
their beads in their hoods and cloaks as 








or cause or procure to be given, or pub- 
lished, any written or other notice of Hec- 
tion to be holden, or of amy manner of ap- 
pointment of any person or persons to be 
the Representative or Representatives, 
Delegate or Delegates, or to act by any 
other name or description whatever, a 
Representative or Representatives, Dele- 
gate or Delegates of the Inhabitants, ot ot 
any description of the Inhabitants of any 
province, county, town, or other district 
within this kingdom, at any such Assem- 
bly ; or if any person shall.attend and vole 
at such Election or Appointment, or by 
any other means vote or act in the choice 
or appointment of such Representatives o! 
Delegates, or other persons to act as such 5 
any person who shall be guilty of any ° 
the said offences respectively, being there! 
convicted by due course of law, sball be 
deemed guilty ofan high misdemeanour.— 
ILI. Provided always, That nothing here! 
contained shall extend or be construed ‘0 
extend to, or affect Elections to be made by 
Bodies Corporate, according to the chal 
ters and usage of such Bosies Corporate 
respectively.—IV, Provided also, That 
nothing herein contained shall be ¢o™ 
strued in any manner, to prevent of 1 
pede the undoubted right of his Majesty * 
subjects of this realm to petition his Ma- 
jesty or both Houses, or either House ° 
Parliament, for redress of any public © 
private grievance. 
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| look at, and to put upon record, the rea- 
| sons given, by the venal writers in Dublin, 


421) 


long as they will; they may, as long as 
they please, pay impostors to sooth their 
cowardly fears, but all will not do. Ire- 
land! Ireland! Ireland! will, maugre all 
their miserable devices, present herself to 
them in her true and formidable shape. 
__—It is well worth our while to take a 


for the Circular, issued from the Castle upon 
thisoccasion. ‘‘ This measure,” says one of 
those venal men, “ has not been resorted 
“to until the uémost necessity existed for its 
« adoption; and until it was called for by 
«every loyal man in Ireland, of every re- 
« ligious persuasion, interested in the peace 
“and preservation of the country. The 
« forbearance and lenity of the Irish Govern- 
« ment have been tried to the utmost, and 
“in the spirit that has all along actuated 
« their conduct, of abstaining from strong 
measures, until the last extremity, they 
“have hitherto refrained from enforcing 
“the Convention Bill; but the violent, 
“intemperate, and mischievous conduct 
“of the leading Members of the Roman 
“ Catholic Committee, and the measures 
“which they had zm contemplation, have 
“compelled the Government to put the 
“Convention Bill in force.” Now, 
reader, compare this with the assertions 
contained in my motto, Look on this and 
on that description of Ireland. It is im- 
possible for me to say, whether there was 
a necessity for the measure, even accord- 
ing to the notions which this writer seems 
to entertain. It might, by persons dis- 
posed to reason abstractedly, become a 
question, whether, in any case, such a 
measure ought to be adopted; because it 
might be contended, that the system to 
support which such a measure was neces- 
sary ought not to be suffered to exist. 
——I shall not take the matter in this 
light, but shall consider the measure as 
having been adopted for the purpose of 
“* preserving the country,’ as it is. here said 
to have been.——That Ireland is, and 
long has been, in a very ticklish state, 
I know as well as most other people. The 
news-papers from that country contain 
abundant proofs of it, one of which I can- 
not refrain from citing here, just as I find 
tt quoted into the London daily papers. 
“ Cronmer, Monpay, 8 a. M.—Yesterday 
‘‘ evening, at five o’clock, the Right Hon. 
“the Chief Baron, accompanied by the 
" Solicitor General, Mr. Serjeant Moore, 
“ &c. and escorted by the Sheriff, Bailiffs, 
‘&e. and a troop of THE GERMAN 
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« LEGION, arrived in this town.” A 
Judge, upon the circuit, entering an As- 
size- Town, under escort of a troop of dra- 
goons of any kind is a fact that speaks a 
language not to be misunderstood. It speaks 
volumes. It gives the reader, at one 
glance, a complete idea of the state of the 
country. Therefore, I do not pretend to 
assert, that the enforcement of the Conven- 
tion Act is not necessary to “ preserve the 
country,” or, more strictly speaking, the 
present system of rule; but, if it be neces- 
sary forthat purpose, how shamefully have 
the people of England been deceived ; how 
grossly have they been cheated by these 
venal and corrupt writers! To the very last 
moment, were we told, that Ireland never 
was more peaceable and happy ; and, as 
will be seen in the motto, we were de- 
sired to believe, that the season of danger 
was over, that the day was passed for the 
French to deceive and seduce the people 
of Ireland; yet, while we are told this in 
England; at the very moment that we are 
told this by our venal writers, the venal 
writers in Ireland are telling the people 
there, that strong measures are become 
absolutely necessary to “preserve the 
“country,” by which must be meant, 
that the country is in danger of being 
given up by the persons aimed at in these 
strong measures; and, in that case, these 
persons cannot be supposed, to be few zn 
number. The venal author of my motto 
calls Napo.zon “ the Hun ;” that js to 
say, the imitator of the ancient Northern 
Chief, who over-ran a great partof Europe ; 
and he tells us, that the Hun has “ mur- 
« dered liberty,’ for which reason it would 
be out of his power to deceive the people 
of Ireland by any of his invitations to re- 
volt against their government; adding, 
that no people can now be deceived by such 
invitations._——Very true. Nobody is so 
deceived, can be so deceived, and, give me 
leave to think, that no people ever have 
been so deceived. I do not believe, that 
the people of any of the countries sub- 
dued, or, rather, entered and taken pos- 
session of, by France, have ever been de- 
ceived by any promises of the French. The 
French have got possession, not in conse- 
quence of the good which they were ex- 
pected to bring, but in consequence of the 
evil which the people hoped they would put 
an endto. It is not love of the French 
that has smoothed the way for them, but 
hatred of those whose power the introduc- 
tion of the French would naturally pe an 
va to. The inroads of the French haye 
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been favoured much more by a spirit of 
revenve than by a love of liberty. The 
venal writer of the Courier is, therefore, 
deceived, or he wishes to deceive his 
readers, when he tells them, that the Irish 
would not listen to “ tue Hun,” because 
the Flun has murdered liberty. This is false 
reasoning ; it leaves out the ingredient of 
revenge, the most powerful of the whole 
mass of those motives, which have operated 
in favour of the projects and conquests of 
France.——But, it seems, that the go- 
vernimnent does view the matter in a light 
very different from that in which it is 
viewed by the Courier; or, else, where 
is the justification for this measure of 
which we are speaking? Ifthere be no 
danger ; if the day of danger be gone by ; 
if “ the Hun’ is sure to find no adherents 
in Ireland (though by the by, he has very 
recently found some in Sweden), why 
adopt this measure? And, if there be 
danger ; if the day of danger be not gone 
by; if it be necessary to adopt strong 
measures for “ preserving the country,” 
it is, I think, too much for even this venal 
man to deny, that Ireland is an object 
which demands our serious and anxious 
attention. This invites us to view the 
matter in another light. Laying aside 
all considerations as to what ought, or 
ought not, to be done for the Catholics, 
who, be it borne in mind, compose about 
three fourths of the people of Ireland; lay- 
ing aside all considerations of this sort, it, 
surely, behoves us to consider how we our- 
selves may be affected by what is now 
passing in Ireland. That it would be 
dificult for Napoleon to land any consi- 
derable body of troops in freland there 
can be no doubt. I would fain hope the 
thing to be impossible; but, for hope I 
must have some foundation. and here | 
have none; because, I have seen French 
troops, during war, make a landing in 
Ireland, and I look back with fearful fore- 
bodings for the future, to the effect pro- 
duced by the landing of less than one thou- 
sand men. Well, then, with this expe- 
rience before us, should we not be exces- | 
sively stupid, or, which is worse, guilty of 
criminal cowardice, if we were to rely, or 
affect to rely, upon it as being impossible 
for Napoleon to land a body of troops, and 
even a considerable army in Ireland ?—— 
“ Aye, but his friends there are so few and 
ible.” Indeed? Why, then, 


** so con . 
case, are the strong measures 














if that be t 


resorted to? But, this will not do, for the 
yenal themselves declare, that these mea- 
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sures are absolutely necessary to “ preserr, 
« the country.” Preserve it against whom ? 
Against whom is the country to be pre. 
served? Against @ few contemptible per. 
sons? Against men who have no power 
to do any thing of importance? I js g 
pretty story indeed to tell us, that strong 
measures are necessary to “ preserve the 
“country” against men who have no 
power to do the country any harm.— 
What ought, in my opinion, to be done 
for the people of Ireland, I have before 
pointed out; and, if I am told, that I am 
a fool, and know nothing at all of the 
matter, I answer, that my scheme has not 
been tried. ‘The ministers, and particu. 
larly the advocates of “ the great statesman 
“now no more,” will tell me, that they 
are the best judges of what ought to be 
done, in order to preserve Ireland, and, of 
course England, against the machinations 
and power of France; and that what they 
do, and have done, is all right, all that 
can be done, all that consummate wisdom 
joined to consummate integrity can possi- 
bly suggest. Well, but if this be the case, 
how fearful is our situation? For, it is 
now acknowledged that the state of Ire- 
land is such as to demand strong measures 
“to preserve the country ;” and, if every 
thing has been done that possibly can be 
done for the avoiding of this extremity, 
what, I again ask, is the state to which 
we are reduced? If consummate wisdom 
and integrity have nothing left but strong 
measures for the “ preservation of the coun- 
“ ary,” is it not shameful, is it not insult- 
ing to the last degree, to tell us, that “ the 
« day of danger is gone by,” and that “ the 
« Hun” will find nobody any where, and 
especially in Ireland, to listen to his inv!- 
tations to revolt? It is very curious to 
observe the twist which the venal writers 
have taken upon the adoption of this mea 
sure in Treland.——-Jt was amusing ' 
watch for what the Courier would say 
ym it. On Monday last, just nine days 
after he had published the article, from 
which my moito is taken, he, after having 
chewed the cud of imposture for a few 
days, opens himself thus: ——“ The mea- 
“sure to which his Majesty’s Mimisters 
“ have had recourse in Ireland ; the exe 
“ cuting the provisions of the Convention 
“ Act (for it is not, as has been stated, @ 
“ revival of the Act, the Act having @l- 
“ ways been in force) seems to’ have bees 





“« forced upon them by the ition, ‘Theit 
“uniform attempt has been ¢o persuade 


“ Ireland that she has been purposely insulted 
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« and oppressed; ‘That there was @ systema- 
“ tic plan to enslave her. Language was 
«used for the purpose of goading, and 
«inflaming her; and was accompanied 
« by a manifesto advertising for an invasion 
« by the enemy, and for an insurrection to 
« meet it. It was publicly stated that the 
«military force was small; and more 


«than one hint was dropped that now 


«was the time for prompt and efficacious 
« measures,’’——This refers to a very 
excellent article in the Morninc Curoni- 
cLE, pointing out the dangers to which Ire- 


' Jand was exposed, and beseeching the mi- 


nisters to adopt speedily measures for put- 
ting an end to those dangers by the means 
of conciliation. ~And this is here termed, 
advertising for an invasion, and also for an 
insurrection to meet it! Impudent and ve- 
nal varlet! So, if any man point out what 
appears to him to be ground of apprehen- 
sion, and calls upon the ministers to adopt 
what appear to him to be the proper means 
of prevention, he is to he accused of sedi- 
tious and treasonable designs. This is not, 
however, the first time that this detestable 
doctrine has been promulgated, even from 
some authority. Observe, too, that the 
OrposiTION; that is to say, all those who 
do not approve of the minister’s measures ; 
that is to say, all those who do not vote 
for him; that is to say, about one half of 
the members of both Houses of Parliament; 
all these persons are, thus, in a lump, ac- 
cused of entertaining wishes to see Ireland 
invaded, and to see an insurrection of the 
people ready to meet and to favour it. 
And yet, this man does not scruple to call 
upon the people for unanimity.——Talk of 
advertising, indeed ! What does he adver- 
tise? What does he “ hint to the enemy?” 
He tells the enemy in so many words, that 
all those who do not approve of the pre- 
sent minister’s system and measures, wish 
to see an invasion and are ready to favour 
it. What would be said and done to me, 
or to any one else, if we were to state, that 
nearly one half of the members of both 
Houses of Parliament- anxiously wished 
the enemy to come and to conquer the 
country? I beg the reader to bear this in 
mind, and to reflect a litle upon this mode 
of “ preserving the country.”’——But, all 
this aside, what a foolish, what a beastly, 
idea is it, that the people of Ireland are to 
be “ persuaded that there is a settled -sys- 
“tem for insulting and oppressing and en- 
“ slaving them!” Just as if men were to 
be persuaded to believe themselves in 
any state in which they are not, ‘This 
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writer may as easily make us believe, 
that it is. possible to persuade a man 
that he is hungry, when bis belly is full, 
that he has been broom-sticked or flogged 
when his body has been unteuched, that 
he has been imprisoned, gagged, exiled 
and hanged, when he has, all the while, 
been living at home, enjoying himself 
under his own vine and fig-tree with no 
one to make him afraid. J’ersuade! Why, 
how are you to persuade a people to be- 
lieve that they are suffering that which 
they do not feel ?Base and detestable 
as this is, however, it has not the merit of 
novelty. It is a mere slavish repetition of 
what was said, upon all occasions, by 
writers of this description, during the last 
war, while “ the great statesman now no 
“« more” was in power. It succeeded ; it 
was one of the means by which the .Jaco- 
bins and Levellers were kept down. It 
succeeded ; but, again I ask, what has been 
the fruit of that success? Are we any 
safer than we were in 1792? What could 


they had not been kept down, to make our 
situation more perilous than it now is? 
What could they have done, which would 


all their Corresponding Societies and Con- 
ventions and Reforms ; what could they 
have done that would have sooner and more 
effectually have overturned the “ regular 
“ governments” of Europe? What could 


this country into a state more “ unsatis- 
“ factory” than that of being obliged to 


knowledging, by the mouth of the minis- 
ter, that we have it not in our power to 
make peace with security; that the ter- 
mination of the war depends wholly upon 
the enemy and not upon us? What could 
they have done that should have produced 
as to the Bank and to Trade worse effets 


their doings? 
was pretty complete; but, the worst of it 
is, it has not been attended with success 
against the enemy. And, the Cuovrigr 


ble attacks upon the Morning Chronicle ; 
but what will that avail? it will not 


make the situation of Ireland less danger- 
ous; no, and it will not retard the hour 
of invasion ; but, it may hasten it, and, 
realiy, 1 do not know any thing more ne- 
farious than these attempts to blacken the 
characters of political adversaries at the 





the Jacobins and Levellers have done, if 


have put more power into the hands of 
France ? What measures could they, with 


they have done that would have brought 


make war for bare existence; and of ac- 


than have been produced without any of 
The success against them 


may, perhaps, now succeed in its abomina- 
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manifest risk, and with almost a certainty, 
of adding to the dangers of the country. 
——I see, that this strong measure in Ire- 
land has been taken up in parliament by 
Lord Mora and Lord Hottanp, and that 
the ministers have disavowed any pattici- 
pation in the orders, but have avowed their 
conviction of the necessity of the measure. 
The turn attempted to be given to 
the affair is, that it is merely the enforcing 
of an existing law, and that it is nothing 
more than the execution of any other well- 
known law. How candid this statement 
is all the world will easily see. It is too 
plain for remark ; and, all we have now 
to do is to look quietly on, and see how 
the thing works. All that I shall add 
is, that it appears, that His Royau Hicu- 
ness, the Recent, has not had any thing to 
do with the measure in question, as, indeed, 
he could not, seeing that the ministers 
say, that it was adopted without their 
knowledge. This is very material ; for it 
might be productive of the most serious 
and fatal consequences, if the people of 
Treland thought, that such a measure took 


place as the first act of his Royal High- 
ness towards them. 














Tue Press, Of the state in which 
the press now is nothing need be said. 
That state is very well known to the pub- 
lic. The history of the last three years 
will be memorable on many accounts ; 
but on no account so much as on account 
of the press.———Lorp Ho tanp, on Friday 
last, gave notice of a motion upon the 
subject. “ He stated his intention to make 
‘a motion at an early period of the present 
Sessions for an account of the number of 
“ informations filed ex orricio by the At- 
“torney General. The Bill brought in 
“recently by the Attorney General, and 
“passed into an act, which his Lordship 
“ had unsuccessfully opposed, had given 
“ to such informations consequences which 
“did not before belong to them by the 
“law. His Lordship took this early op- 
“ portunity of giving his notice.”——In 
the House of Commons, on Monday last, 
Loup Viscount FotkEsTone, after stating, 
that he had, for several days, waited in 
vain to see the Attorney General in his 
place, gave a notice to the same effect ; 
and this impertant subject will now, let 
us hope, meet with a full and fair discus- 


sion ——-The Morninc Curonicte, in ob-. 


serving on the notice of Lord Hottanp, 
says:—-—— Lord Holland’s notice, given 
“mm the Honse of Peers on Friday last, 





« respecting an inquiry into EX OFFICIQ 
prosecutions for libels, will be read with 
“ peculiar pleasure by every man in the 
“country not vitiated in his nature 


“by the profits of corruption. We are 


« glad to have occasion to relate achieve. 
«ments by our navy, and victories } 

“ our armies abroad ; but their effects are 
“not to be estimated half so high as , 
“victory obtained over the depravity 
« and extravagance at home, which waste. 
« fully and wickedly consume the profits 
« of the industry and the fruits of the in. 
«« tellect of the best portion of the inha- 
«bitants of the Empire. A battle gained, 
« however glorious to our arms and ho- 
“nourable to our reputation, for indivi 
« dual courage, does but prolong for a 
« short time the existence of an injured 
« and declining constitution ; but a con- 
« quest over that perversion of principle 
“which so universally prevails in the 
« State, would give it immortality.’—— 
Most cordially do I subscribe to these sen- 
timents, which are, at last, becoming as 
general as the air, and which must lead to 
great good, if any thing can now bring us 
good.——Yes, for what indeed, are the 
wars and expeditions compared to this? 
What do we fight for ? Whatis the rational 
object of military and naval struggles? 
OUR LIBERTIES; and, shall we, then, 
think little of those liberties themselves ? 
Shall we think so much of the means, and 
yet forget the end? Shall we busy our 
minds, shall we fill ourselves with care 
and anxiety about the keeping out of the 
foe who we fear would destroy our Iree- 
dom; and, shall we, at the same time, be 
so stupid and so base, as to think nothing 
about that freedom itself >——The people 
of England, strange as it may seem, know 
litt’e more about INFORMATIONS 1% 
OFFICIO than they do of what is passing 
in Russia, Turkey,or Algiers. They know 
the name of the thing ; but of the thing It 
self they know nothing at all.——Those 
who have read Magna Charta find nothing 
there about INFORMATIONS EX OF- 
FICIO. Ex Officio are two Latin words, 
and in this respect, araongst many others, 
the “ Learned es” as they ae 
called, is found to be of great service. 
These two words mean By Office, ot, Pe 
haps, more fully, by privilege, or in virtue, 2 
office. ——So that, an Information Ex Officio 
is an Information laid by the A:torney 
General in virtue, or by the privileg® 

his Office. Aye, but what is an infor 
mation ?——Tt requiresa little explanalio® 
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acquitted, what then? Why, he has good 
luck ; but he has all his harrass of mind, 
all his loss of time, and ail the heavy ex- 
pences of the law to sustain; for, he gets 
no costs, no, nor any compensation of any 


When any man has committed what. is 
called, by our laws, a crime, and he is pro- 


preferred against him, and this accusation, 
MENT, which indictment, before the 


presented to a Grand Jury, who, if they 
see no cause for prosecution, throwout the 
bill of indictment, or, if they see cause for 
prosecution, find the bill, as it is called; 
that is to say, they carry it into the Judge, 


observe, that, before they can find the 
bill crue, there must be wienesses examined 
by the Grand Jury upon oath, the Grand 


thus, in this case, in this usual course of the 
law of the land, every accused person 
has the double security of oaths taken 
by those who judge of the matter al- 
ledged against him and also by the wit- 
nesses to the facts of which he is accused. 
——An INFORMATION is a thing 
which supplies the place of an indictment ; 
and, in all cases where individuals are the 
parties, they must be moved for in Court, 
affidavits, or depositions, must be produced 
in support of the motion, and the accused 
party must have time and opportunity to 
be heard by himself, or counsel, before the 
information is received by the Judges, 
and, of course, before the accused party 
can be put upon his trial. Here again, 
though there is no Grand Jury to stand be- 
tween the accused and the prosecutor, there 
are the oaths of credible witnesses, and, 
which is of full as much importance as the 
oaths of witnesses, there is a hearing of the 
party accused, before he can be put upon 
kis trial, and subjected to all the ¢ncon- 
venience and expence of a trial, which must 
always be heavy, and, sometimes, enor- 
MOUS. But, in the case of Informations 
Er, Officio, there is no Grand Jury, no wit- 
nesses, NO previous hearing, no oaths, no, nor 
even any motion ta the Court.——Here the 
Attorney GENERAL, without any previous 
nouce whatever, accuses any man whom 
he thinks proper to accuse, and brings him 
to trial in consequence of an Information, 
which himself lays against him. All that 
he has to do is to make out his Information, 
put it upon the file, or list, of the Court, 
and to send the accused party a little slip 
of paper, called a Subpoena, to come and 
answer to certain charges preferred against 
him.—_—-This is an INFORMATION EX 
OFFICIO.——Well, the party comes and 
£0es at once upon his trial; and, if he be 











sort. Suppose, that, after laying the in- 
formation, the Attorney General docs not 
choose to procecd ? Why he does not choose 
¢, that’sall. Oh! Ihad like to have for- 
gotten ; the party has to sustain all Ais ex- 
pences of preparation for trial. The At- 
TORNEY GENERAL is not compelled, nor 
compellable, to bring him to trial. I 
need say no more for the purpose of con- 
vincing the readerof the importance of this 
subject, and to show, that, while it is 
under discussion, that man must be a beast 
indeed, who looks upon any other subject 
as worthy of his attention.——lI have here 
given merely the out-lines of this famous 
thing called an /nformation Ex Officio, and 
without any attempt or wish to give what 
I say a particular application to this or 
any other time. It is the thing itself, the 
power itself, that I wish to bring under the 
view of the public. There are many cir- 
cumstances belonging to it that will be 
noticed another time, and that must in- 
deed be thought worthy of all the atten- 
tion that every man is able to command. 
But, I repeat, that the man must be a 
beast, whose mind can be occupied with 
what is going on in Spain and Portugal, 
while a subject like this is presented to his 
attention. I rejoice, with the Morning 
Chronicle, that the matter has been taken 
seriously up in the proper place. We 
shall now have it fully before us, and we 
shall then all of us be able to judge of it. 
I have only one wish to express, and 
that is, that the two Noble Lords, who 
have given the notices above-mentioned, 
will not suffer themselves to be diverted 
from their purpose. All I wish to see is 
a full discussion of the matter; a full dis- 
cussion. Speaking plainly; speaking out. 











Mr. Finneaty.——There is, I hear, a 
meeting to be held to-morrow (Wednesday, 
February 20), at the Crown and Anchor in 
the Strand, when the case of this gentle- 
man is to be taken into consideration, 
and where Sin Francis Burpett is to be 
in the chair.——So full, so ample, has 
been the report of the Trial in this case, 
such complete justice has been done to it 
by the reports, that it would be useless to 
add any thing to what is therein contained. 
But, as an erroneous report appears 
to have gone forth as to the date of the 
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transactions in Ireland, respecting which 
Mr. Finnexty’s affidavits spoke, I will 
just state, that I understand, that the most 
important transactions mentioned in those 
affidavits are therein stated to have taken 
place ini May and June, 1798.——It is 
also bare justice to Mr. Finnerty to 
say aword or two about the cause of his 
being put in the Piliory in Ireland, a cir- 
cumstance, which was brought forward 
BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL after 
Mr, Finnerty had no longer an opportunity 
of speaking. ——He was put in the Pillory 
in punishment of A LIBEL, of which, what- 
ever might be its nature, he was not the 
author, but merely the publisher.—— Be- 
sides, why was such a circumstance to 
weigh against him? Did not Joun Lit- 
BuRNE stand in the Pillory for a libel; that 
same Joun Litpurne, who stands immor- 
talized as one of the truest friends of free- 
dom that ever breathed, and who, in the 
words of Sir John Maynard, had “ the 
‘* noblest spirit that ever warmed an Eng- 
lish breast??? Nay, was there not a man 
put in the pillory, ridden backward upon 
a horse, had his ears cut off, fined, and im- 
prisoned ; did he not die in prison, did 
not his family starve; and for what? For a 
libel in accusing Lord Chancellor Bacon 
with bribery? And was not that same Ba- 
con, afterwards proved to have taken bribe 
upon bribe, and to be so vile and corrupt a 
scoundrel as to merit being stripped of his 
peerage ?——Being putin the Pillory for 
lebel, therefore, is not ground whereon to 
found a man’s condemnation. 
W*. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 
February 19, 1811. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Prince or WaLes —Genuine Copies of the 
Letters that passed between his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent and Mr. Perceval, 
on the Annunciation of his Royai High- 
ness's Determination to retain the present 
Ministers in his Service. 

Tre Prince Recenrt’s Lerrer. 


Carlton- House; February 4, 1811. 

The Prince of Wales considers the mo- 
mentto be arrived, which calls for his de- 
cision with respect to the persons to be 
employed by him, in the adiinistration of 
the Executive Government of the Country, 
according to the Powers vested in bim by 
the Bill passed by the two Houses of Par- 
Hement, and now on the point of receiving 


the sanction of the Great Seal.—The Princ, 
feels it incumbent upon him, at this precise 
juncture, to communicate to Mr. Perceya| 
his intention not to remove from thieir sta. 
tions those whom he finds there, as his 
Majesty’s official servants. At the same 
time the Prince owes it to the truth and 
sincerity of character, which, he trusis, 
will appear in every action of his life, jp 
whatever situation placed, explicitly 10 ie. 
clare, that the irresistible impulse of filial 
duty and affection to his beloved and af. 
flicted Father, leads him todread that any 
act of the Regent might, in the smallest 
degree, have the effect ot intertering with 
the progress of his Sovereign’s recovery.— 
This consideration alone dictates the de- 
cision now communicated to Mr. Perceval, 
—Having thus performed an act of indis. 
pensible duty, from a just sense of whit is 
due to his own consistency and honour, 
the Prince has only to add, that, among the 
many blessings to be derived from his Ma- 
jesty’s restoration to health, and tw the per- 
sonal exercise of his Royal Functions, it 
will not, in the Prince’s estimation, be the 
least, that that most fortunate event will at 
once rescue him from a situation of unex- 
ampled embarrassment, and put an end to 
a state of affairs, ill calculated, he fears, to 
sustain the interests of the United King- 
dom, in this awful and perilous crisis, and 
most difficult to be reconciled to the ge 
nuine’ principles of the British Constitu- 
tion. 


Mr. Percevau’s ANSWER. 


Downing- Street, February 5, 1811. 
Mr. Perceval presents his humble duty 
to your Royal Highness, and hasthe honour 
to acknowledge the receipt of your Koyal 
Highness’s letter of last night, which reach- 
ed him this morning. Mr. Perceval feels 
it his duty to express his humble thanks to 
your Royal Highness for the frankness 
with which your Royal Highness has con- 
descended, explicitly, to communicate the 
motives which have induced your Royal 
Highness to honour his colleagues and 
him with your commands for the contint- 
ance of their services, in the stations en 
trusted to them by the King, And Mr. 
Perceval begs leave to assure your Royal 
Highness, that, in the expression of your 
Royal Highness’s sentiments of filial 
loyal attachment to the King, and e 
anxiety for the speedy restoration of his 
Majesty’s health, Mr. Perceval can se¢ 
nothing but additional motives for their 
most anxious exertions to give satisfaction 
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to your Royal Highness, in the only man- 
ner in which it can be given, by endea- 
vouring to promote your Royal Highness’s 
views, for the security and happiness of 
the country.—Mr. Perceval has never fail- 
ed to regret the impression of your Royal 


Highness, with regard to the provisions of | 


the Regency Bill, which his Majesty’s ser- 
yants felt it to be their duty to recommend 
to Parliament. But, ie ventures to sub- 
mit to your Royal Highness, that, what- 
ever difficulties the present awful crisis of 
the country and the world may create in 
the administration of the Executive Go- 
vernment, your Royal Highness will not 
find them in any degree increased by the 
temporary suspension of the exercise of 
those branches of the Royal Prerogatives, 
which bas been introduced by Parliament, 
in conformity to what was intended ona 
former similar occasion ; andthat whatever 
Ministers your Royal Highness might 
think proper to employ, would find in that 
full support and countenance which, as 
long as they were honoured with your 
Royal Highness’s commands, they would 
feel confident they would continue to en- 
joy, ample and sufficient means to enable 
your Royal Highness effectually to main- 
tain the great and important interest of the 
United Kingdom—And Mr. Perceval 
humbly trusts, that, whatever doubts your 
Royal Highness may entertain with re- 
spect to the constitutional propriety of the 
measures which have been adopted, your 
Royal Highuess will feel assured, that they 
could not have been recommended by bis 
Majesty’s servants, nor sanctioned by. Par- 
liament, but upon the sincere, though pos- 
sibly erroneous, conviction, that they in no 
degree trenched upon the true principles 
and spirit of the Constitution.—Mr. Per- 
ceval feels it his duty to add, that he holds 
himself in readiness, at any moment, to 
wait upon your Royal Highness, and to 
receive any commands, with which your 
Royal Highness may be graciously pleased 
to honour him. 





Iste or France.——Capture of.—— Letter 
from Apmirat Bertie, 13th Oct. 1810. 
vere ee in England, 12th Feb. 
1811, 





_Sir ;—Following the intentions commu- 
nicated by my letter addressed to you of 
the 26th August, I have the honour now to 
acquaint you, for the information of their 
Lordships, that having made the necessary 
dispositions and arrangements previous to 





my departure from the Cape, I hoisted my 
flag on board the Nisus, and sailed on the 

4th ult. in that ship for the Isle of-France. 

Having made the land on the 2d inst. I 
proceeded to reconnoitre Port South Kast, 
and from thence to Port Lovis; where, 
having cruised 48 hours, and not falling in 

with any ship of the blockading squadron, 
I proceeded to this anchorage for informa- 
tion of them, where I found lying his Ma- 
jesty’s ships Boadicea, Otter, and Staunch, 
gun- brig, togetuer with his Majesty's ships 
Africaine and Ceylon, which had been 
taken and recaptured from the enemy, and 
the imperial French frigate La Venus, also 
captured from the enemy.—The details, 
copies of which, I have the honour to trans- 
mit herewith, will fully explain to their 
Lordships the circumstances of the occu- 
pation of the Isle de la Passe, as well as 
the subsequent unfortunate result of a very 
gallant attack made onthe enemy’s ships 
in Port S. E. with the Sirius, Capt. Pym, 
the Magicienne, Capt. Curtis, the Iphi- 
genia, Capt. Lambert, and the Nereide, 
Capt. Willoughby, which ended in the un- 
avoidabie destruction of the two former of 
his Majesty’s ships, and the surrender to 
the enemy of the Iphigenia and Nereide, 
the latter after a glorious resistance almost 
unparalleled even in the brilliant annals of 
the British navy.—A momentary supe- 
riority thus obtained by the enemy has 
been promptly and decisively crushed by 
the united zeal, judgment, perseverance, 
skill, and intrepidity of Capt. Rowley, in 
his Majesty’s ship Boadicea, the value and 
importance of whose services, long con- 
spicuous and distinguished as they have 
been, have fully justified the selection and 
detention of him as the senior officer con- 
ducting the blockade of this station ; and 
who in the present instance, almost alone 
and unsupported but by the never-failing 
energies and resources of his active and ine 
telligent mind, under circumstances, as 
may be easily imagined, of extremest 
anxiety, mortification, and disappoint. 
ment, in a few hours not only rewok his 
Majesty’s ships Africaine and Ceylon, but 
captured also the largest frigate possessed 
by the enemy in these seas, and has thus 
restored the British naval pre-eminence in 
this quarter, which his talents have long so 

successfully contributed to maintain.— 
Nor can | omit to offer the tribute so justly 

due to the memory of the gallant Corbett, 

of his Majesty’s ship Africaine, whose 

meritorious eagerness to check the triumph 

of an exulting enemy impelled him to an 
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unequal contest, 1 which he nobly fell, 
defending the cause of that country, to 
whose service his valuable life had been 
most usefully, most honourably devoted.— 
Under the pressure of these events, the 
arrival of the Nisus was to be considered 
as most opportune, as every exertion had 
been already employed with a view to the 
equipment of the Africaine and Ceylon, 
which ships, though severely cut up in the 
masts and rigging (the lower masts being 
unfit for further service,) had fortunately, 
at the time of their recapture, part of their 
crews on board. Fully concurring in the 
expediency and the absolute necessity of 
this measure, the adoption of which and 
the carrying into effect with the least de- 
lay, is of the most serious importance to 
the ultimate success of the operation, now 
ripe for execution, against the Isle of 
France, and having found it further prac- 
ticable to equip the Venus in furtherance 
of this object, [ have not hesitated to com- 
mission her for the time being, under the 
name of the Nereide, in commemoration 
of the gallant defence of his Majesty’s 
ship bearing that name, notwithstandin 

the very many local difficulties and disad- 
vantages with which we have necessarily 
had to contend in the execution of these 
plans. The squadron, now on the eve of 
sailing from these roads, consisting of the 
ships named in the margin,* exhibits a 
striking and no less gratitying instance of 
what may be eflected by British exertion 
and British perseverance.—I should at the 
same time be very deficient, were I not to 
avail myself of the opportunity now af- 
forded me of expressing the obligations of 
the service to the Lieutenant Governor and 
Commander of the forces on this island, 
Lieutenant-Colone] Keating, to whom it is 
indebted not only for bis co-operation, as 
well as that of the whole military force, 
not only for the application of every civil 
means at his command, but for that spirit 
of zealous emulation, wherever the navy 
is concerned, which has most anxiously 
anticipated the appropriation of every re- 
source to its service, and the influence of 
which has been’ extended throughout this 
division of the army.—Among other ves- 
sels captured by the enemy I regret to 
mention the Ceylon and Wyndham, Ho- 
nourable East India Company’s ships, and 
the Ranger transport, from the Cape, hav- 
ing on board provisions and stores for the 





* Boadicea, Africaine, Ceylon, Nisus, and 
Nereide. 





squadron; I am happy to add that the 
Wyndham has since been re-taken, and is 
arrived here, and the Venus was found ty 
have on board the greater part of the 
stores and provisions taken in the Ranger, 
both of which circumstances have been 
particularly advantageous, the lower masts 
of the Wyndham having been applied to 
the Africaine, and the victualling of the 
squadron being, by means ofthe provisions 
found in the Venus, completed to four 
months,—lIt is further of still greater mo. 
ment that I should apprize you, for the in- 
formation of their Lordships, that Major- 
General Abercrombie, who with his whole 
staff was embarked in the Ceylon, and who 
is entrusted with the Command of the ex- 
pedition against the Isle of France, wasre- 
captured in that frigate.-—As the squadron 
will proceed to sea ina few hours, after the 
closing these dispatches, [ trust I shall 
stand excused to their Lordships, in defer- 
ring to a future opportunity the several re- 
turns and details of the squadron, as well 
as a statement preparing of work perform- 
ed in each department, which, in the short 
space of three weeks, through the unre- 
mitting and unwearied exertions that have 
been displayed, has been such as to com- 
plete the equipment of the squadron, and 
to render the whole thoroughly eflective. 
—I should add, that the light brigade of 
the troops from hence are embarked, to 
the number of six hundred men, on board 
the five frigates, and are doing duty as 
Marines, until their services shall be re- 


quired on shore. I have, &c. A. Bertie. 


His Majesty's Ship Boadicea, St. Paul's 
Road, Isl¢ of Bourbon, 21st Sept. 1810: 
Sir ;—I had the honour to transmit te 
you on the 3ist of August, Captain Pym 
report of a gallant and successful attack 
by his boats on Isle de Ja Passe, and I beg 
leave to second his recommendation ol 
Lieutenants Chads and Watling for their 
conduct on that occasion. Under the said 
cover, 1 also transmitted Captain Pyms 
detail of his subsequent operations at 
Grande Porte. The urgency of the ser- 
vice we were then engaged in, prevente 
me from entering more minutely 1! 
particulars ; the Boadicea was then under 
weigh, procetding to Grande Porte, ! 
hopes of relieving the Iphigenia, the cee 
frigate left to me by the disasters whic 
had befallen our Squadron. It is now my 
duty to give you a more detailed account 
of our operations.—I had acquainted you 
with the intentions of Coionel Keating 
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concert with myself to establish a strong 
military post at Flat Island, after occupa- 
tion of the Isle de Ja Passe. For this ser- 
vice the Bombay merchant transport was 
repared with water and provisions suf- 
ficient for the supply of both places; and 
the flank battalion, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Austin, with a propor- 
tion of Artillery, were in readiness to 
embark, when, on the evening of the 22nd 
of August, by the arrival of the Wynd- 
ham recaptured Indiaman, | learned that 
the Bellone and Minerve, French frigates, 
Victor corvette, and Ceylon captured In- 
diaman, had forced the passage by Isle 
de la Passe into Grande Porte, and that :t 
was Captain Pym’s intention to attack them 
there —Two of the flank companies and 
a detachment of artillery were imme- 
diately embarked on board the Boadicea ; 
the transport with the remainder of the 
force was directed sto follow as expe- 
ditiously as possible. From baffling winds 
our passage was very tedious; on the 
morning of the 27th we picked up a boat 
with an officer and fourteen men dispatch- 
ed with letters from Captains Pym and 
Lambert, which I transmitted to you; 
these made me acquainted with the un- 
fortunate result of the attack on the fri- 
gates in Grande Porte: next morning at 
daylight I made Isle de la Passe, and _per- 
ceived two of the enemy’s frigates close 
off the Porte ; we stood nearly within 
gun-shot of oneof these, and within five 
or six miles of Isle de la Passe, under 
which the Iphigenia was anchored, making 
signals to her, but a third sail, which we 
afterwards learned was the Astrea frigate, 
appearing to windward, I thought it pru- 
dent to tack off, and was immediately 
chased by the French Squadron; of these 
the Venus, from her superiority of sailing, 
might soon have brought us-to action, but 
appeared to wait for her consort (La 
Manch).—Towards day-break they haul- 
ed off; but as I judged it advisable todraw 
them down as far as possible from their 
station; inorder to give the transport an 
Opportunity to succour the Iphigenia, and 
favour the escape of both, F asia stood 
towards the French frigates, when thcy re- 
sumed their chace, and continued it’ until 
ourarrival off St. Denis. From thence Iim- 
mediately dispatched an: express to Cap- 
tain Tomkinson to move with his ship’s 
.company on board the Wyndham, and 
_join me off the island, the Otter being dis- 
mantied for heaving down.—On my ar- 
rival off St. Paul’s, I found that Captain 
Tomkinson, cepsidering the Wyndham 





unfit for immediate service, had declined 
the command of her; in consequence of 
which Captain Lynne had. with the most 
indefatigable exertions, fitted the Emma 
transport with her guns, and joined me off 
the port.—For the promptitude and ex- 
pedition with which his aid was afforded 
me, as well as for the most ample assist- 
ance on every occasion, I am indebted to 
Colonel Keating, who has spared neither 
personal exertions, nor the resources which 
his situation commands in facilitating the 
supplies of the naval service, and assist- 
ing me by reinforcements of his troop.— 
With the Emma in company I resumed m 
route towards the Isle of France ; but find. 
ing that she could not keep company, I 
detached her to windward from Round 
Island to Roderiguez in order to give 
notice to any of our ships she might meet, 
of the comparative state of our naval force, 
and that of the enemy’s. I then proceeded 
with the Boadicea off Isle de la Passe, and 
on our arrival there found the Iphigenia 
gone, and four ships at anchor in Grande 
Porte ; these we have since learned were 
the Bellone, Minerve, Nereide, and Cey- 
lon, (East India ships,) the first with top 
gallant-yards across, sails bent, and ap- 
parently ready for sea; the second with 
jury-top-masts ; and the third with jury 
fore and mizen-masts. I have also under- 
stood from the prisoners lately taken in 
the Venus, that they were shortly to pro- 
ceed round to Port Louis, and that the 
slaughter on board of them had been very 
great.—Finding that nothing was to be 
efiected as affairs then stood, I returned to 
this port, where I anchored on the | Ith of 
September.—Captain Lambert is said to 
have capitulated for the Iphigenia and 
the Isle de la Passe the day before we 
first arrived off there, on condition that all 
the officers and men should, in one month 
from the date of the capitulation, be sent 
from the Isle of France to some part in 
the dominions of his Majesty, not to serve 
against France or her allies ull exchanged. 
—I have the honour to be, &c. 

Vice Admiral Bertie, &c. “Josnua Row ey. 


His Majesty's Ship Boadicea, St. Paul's 
Road, Isle of Bourbon, 21st Sept. 1810. 
Str; I weighed anchor from the bay of 
St. Paul’s on the morning of the 12th of 
Sept. in company with the Otter sloop, 
and Staunch gun-brig, in order to attack 2 
of the enemy’s frigates, the Astrea and Iphi- 
genia, who were in the offing to windward, 
When under weigh, I received an intima. 
tion from Col. Keating that an English fri. 
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gate was said to have arrived at St. Denis, 
and as we stood out clear of the bay, I had 
the satisfaction of recognizing the Afri- 
caine, who joined with me in the chace. 
By superior sailing, and having the same 
breeze as the enemy, she was enabled to 
close with them before dark, and led by 
her signals the Boadicea was gaining fast 
upon them, when at three A. M. a heavy 
firing was observed between the frigates, 
at that time between four and five miles 
a-head of the Boadicea. I concluded that 
it was Captain Corbett’s intention merely 
to attempt crippling the enemy, in order 
to enable us sooner to close with them, but 
unfortunately at that moment the winds 
became light and variable, and the Afri- 
caine becoming unmanageable under the 
fire of both ships (one in a most destruc- 
tive-raking position), after a most galtant, 
though unequal contest, was obliged to 
surrender, and the firing ceased at about 
fifteen minutes after four in the morning. 
—-Day dawned, and shewed us the result; 
the enemy appeared to have suffered lit- 
tle ; the Africaine was in their possession, 
with no apparent loss but that of the mizen 
topmast ; such a state did not appear to 
justify my commencing an attack on a 
force so much superior, particularly in the 
present critical situation .of our affairs, 
when mine was the only British frigate in 
those seas, and we knew of two other fri- 
gates of the enemy, and a corvette, cruiz- 
ing in the neighbourhood: I therefore 
made sail to bring up the Otter and 
Staunch, then out of sight, and having 
soon rejoined them, I led them towards the 
enemy, who at our approach abandoned 
the Africaine, leaving an Officer and nine 
Frenchmen in charge of her, with most of 
the wounded, and about eighty-three of 
her crew, whom they had not time to re- 
move. The extent of her loss in killed 
and wounded I have not been able to as- 
certain, but it must have been considera- 
ble. It is with deep regret I have to men- 
tion the loss of my gallant friend Captain 


Corbett; he was wounded early in the ac- | H 


tion, and died a few hours after it had 
ceased; in him the service has lost one of 
its best Officers.—I cannot conclude with- 
out mentioning, in terms of approbation, 
the steadiness and zeal manifested by m 
First Lieutenant, Mr. Langhorne, the Offi- 
cers and -ship’s company under my com- 
mand, and beg leave to recommend them 
to your favourable notice.—I have the ho- 
nour to be, &c.—Josuua Row .ey. 

To Vice Admiral Bertie, ic. kc. &c. 
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The undes-mentioned statement of the 
killed and wounded belonging to the Afri. 
caine is as correct as I have been able to 
obtain.—24 seamen, 8 marines, 4 so 
killed ; 52 seamen, 11 marines, 8 go 
wounded—Total, 36 killed, 71 wounded, 


Idiers, 
Idiers, 


NAMES OF OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED 


Killed.— Robert Corbett, Ksq. Captain : 
Mr. Parker, Master. 

Wounded.—J. Tullidge, Senior Lieute. 
nant; brought a prisoner to the Isle of 
France—C. Forder, Second Lieutenant; js 
at the Hospital St. Paul’s—J. Jackson (2), 
Lieutenant of Marines; at Hospital §}, 
Paul’s—Mr. Theed, Master’s mate; at 
Hospital St. Paul’s—Mr. Merder, Midship. 
man; at Hospital St. Paui’s—Mr. Jones, 
Midshipman ; a prisoner at the Isle of 
France—Mr. Leech, Midshipman ; at the 
Isle of France. Josnua Row ey. 


His Majesty’s Ship Boadicea, St. Paul’s 
Road, Isle of Bourbon, 21st Sept. 1810. 

Sir; I have the honour to inform you, 
that after having anchored in this bay, on 
the morning of the 18th September, | dis- 
covered, soon after, three sail in the offing, 
two of which appeared. to have suflered in 
their masts and rigging. I immediately 
weighed anchor in company with the Utter 
sloop, and Staunch gun-brig, but from 
light winds was unable for some hours to 
clear the bay, at which period the ships 
were nearly out of sight.—The Boadicea 
having the advantage of a fresh breeze 
neared the enemy ; one of them which had 
a crippled frigate in tow, cast her off, and 
made ail sail away from us, the third bore 
up under her courses, (having lost her top- 
masts) to protect the other, which enabled 
us to close with her; we soon ran her 
alongside, and after a short but close ac- 
tion, having lost nine killed, and fifteen 
wounded, she struck to the Boadicea, aod 
proved to be the French imperial frigate 
enus of forty-four guns, with a comple- 
ment on leaving port, of three hundred and 
eighty men, commanded by Commodore 
amelin, senior officer of the French 
squadron in India, victualled and stowed 
for six months.—She had in the early pat 
of the morning, in company with the VK- 
tor corvette, captured, after a most gallant 
defence, his Majesty’s ship Ceylon, co™- 
manded by Capt. Gordon, having on board 


General Abercromby and his staff, bound 


for this island.—I made the signal for the 
Otter to take possession of Ceylon, while 
we took the Venus in tow, and they 4 
both arrived in these Roads, where ! trus' 
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we shall in a few days have them and the 
Africaine in a state for service, which will 
again restore us to our accustomed ascen- 
dancy in these seas, Colonel Keating hav- 
ing, with that zeal he has manifested on 
every occasion, offered to complete their 
complements from the force under his 
command.—It is with much satisfaction I 
have again to call your attention to the 
gallantry and zeal manifested by my offi- 
cers and ships’ company in presence of 
the enemy ; to which I have also to add 
that of Lieutenant Ramsay of the 89th, 
with his detachment doing duty on board. 
—To Lieutenant Langhorne I feel much 
indebted for his able assistance in taking 
charge of and conducting into port the 
Africaine and La Venus, and beg you will 
have the goodness to recommend him to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
—I think it my daty to mention the ac- 
tive zeal shewn by Captain Tomkinson, of 
the Otter, and Lieutenant Strut, Com- 
mander of the Staunch gun- brig, both on 
the present service and those on which we 
have lately been engaged; the latter is an 
Officer of long service, whose merits being 
well known to you, renders it unnecessary 
for me to recommend him to your notice. 
—I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Josnua Row ey. 

To Vice Admiral Bertie, &c. &c. &c. 


'A List of the -Killed and Wounded on 


board his Majesty’s Ship Boadicea, in 
action with the French Imperial Fri- 
gate La Venus, off the Isle of Bourbon, 
on the 18th September 1810. 


Killed—None. 
Wounded—Benjamin Brown, landman, 
badly ; Stephen George, yeoman of the 


> sheets, slightly. 


The bowsprit badly wounded ; standing 
and running rigging much cut. 
His Majesty’s Ship Ceylon, St. Paul’s, in the 

_Asland of Bourbon, Sept. 22, 1810. 

Sir—I have to inform your Excellency, 
that, agreeably to your orders, I proceed- 
ed towards the Island of Bourbon, and on 
the 17th instant, being in expectation of 
falling in with the blockading squadron off 
the harbour of Port Louis, I reconnoitred 
that port, and estimated the enemy’s force 
at seyen frigates and one large corvette. 
Not finding the squadron, bore up at noon 
for the Island of Bourbon. At one, two 
of the enemy’s ships were observed coming 
Out of port, and were soon discovered to be 
m chase of his Majesty’s ship ; the head- 
most gained fast, and the sternmost slowly. 


~ 


I continued under the same sail, endea- 
vouring to draw them as far as possible, 
which also tended to extend the distance 
of the chacing ships, At fifteen minutes 

asttwelve, on the enemy’s coming along- 
side, I found her to be a frigate of the 
largest class. After a severe conflict of 
one hour and ten minutes, she hauled off 
and dropped astern, which I concluded 
was to wait her consort’s coming up,— 
Finding the great superiority of force, I 
encountered (having drawn my conclusion 
of the enemy’s force before dark), I lost 
not a moment in repairing my rigging, 
which was much cut, and made sail, in 
hopes of reaching the Island. At two 
descried the enemy’s second ship. At 
fifteen minutes past two, the enemy’s 
head-most frigate coming along-side, I 
shortened sail to the top-sails, and renewed 
the action. At four I had the satisfaction 
to see her mizen-mast and three top- masts 
go by the board: a few minutes after- 
wards, the Ceylon’s fore and main top- 
masts fell. At this time, his Majesty’s 
ship being unmanageable, had suffered 
severely ; the rigging and sails being cut 
to pieces, which entirély precluded all 
further manoeuvre. The action was main- 
tained and continued with great spirit. 
At five A. M. the enemy’s fore and main- 
masts standing, with the assistance of his 
fore-sail, enabled him to wear close under 
our stern, and take a raking position on 
our lee quarter. His Majesty’s ship lying 
an unmanageable wreck, I directed the 
mizen top-sail to be cut away, and en- 
deavoured to set a forestay-sail, in hopes 
of getting the ship before the wind, but 
without effect. The second ship having 
opened her fire, with the great advantage 
the enemy had by having both his ships 
under command, enabled him to take and 
keep his raking position, and pour in a 
heavy and destructive fire, while his Ma- 
jesty’s ship could only bring a few quarter 
guns to bear. 

In the shattered and disabled state of 
his Majesty’s ship, a retreat was impos- 
sible. The superiority of the enemy’s 
heavy and destructive fire left me no hopes 
of success. Reduced to this distressful si- 
tuation, feeling the firmest conviction that 
every energy and exertion was called 
forth, under the influence of the strongest 
impressions I had discharged my duty and 
upheld the honour of his Majesty’s arms. 
feeling it a duty I owed to the officers and 
crew, who had nobly displayed that bra- 





| very which is so truly their characteristic, 
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when I had lost all hopes of saving his 
Majesty’s ship, to prevent a useless effusion 
of blood, I was under the painful necessity 
of directing a light to be shewn to the se- 
cond ship that we had struck.—I think it 
a duty I owe to Captain Ross, of his Ma- 
jesty’s 69th regiment, to thus publicly ac- 
knowledge the able support I received from 
him and his party of men, who were act- 
ing as marines for the time being. 

The enemy’s force proved to be the 
Venus, of forty-four guns, and three hun- 
dred and eighty men, and Victor, of twenty 
guns, and one hundred and fifty men, the 
former mounting twenty-eight eighteen 
pounders on her main deck, and twelve 
forty pounders, and four long nines on her 
quarter deck and forecastle. Subscribed 
is a list of killed and wounded. I have 
the honour to be, &c. 

CuarLes Gorpon. 
Rear-Admiral Drury, &c. &c. &c. 


Killed—John Parish, seaman; William 
Isby, ditto; John Grigg, ditto; John 
Cook, ditto; John Philips, ditto; William 
Kent, ditto; Patrick Kearny, soldier ; 
Daniel Enlay, ditto; John Ferguson, 
ditto; John Feeland, ditto. —Dangerously 
Wounded.—Jacob Davis, seaman; Otto 
Abraham, ditto; James Spields, ditto ; 
James Turnbull, ditto; Nathaniel Gibson, 
soldier.—Severely Wounded.—Captain Gor- 
don; Mr. Oliver, master; William Staggs, 
eeaman; Charles Smith, ditto; John Ko- 
binson, ditto; John King, soldier; John 
Bradley, ditto; Hugh Murphy, ditto.— 
Slightly Wounded.—Mr. Graham, _boat- 
awain; Leven Benson, seaman; Richard 
Brownsden, ditto; Thomas Curtis, ditto ; 
John Braham, ditto; John Williams, (2), 
ditto; William Hancock, ditto; George 
Johnson, ditto; Patrick Armstrong, ditto ; 
William Sprattly, ditto; Arthur Quin, 
ditto; Wiliam Turner, marine; Captain 
Ross, soldier; Charles M‘Cann, ditto; 
Charles Bailie, ditto; Samuel Philips, 
ditto; James Allen, ditto; Patrick 
M:Claskey, ditto. 


_ Admiralty Office, February 13, 1811. 

Lieutenant Cator, acting as Commander 
of his Majesty’s sloop the Otter, ar- 
rived here this morning with dis- 
patches from Vice Admiral Bertie, 
Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s 
ships and vessels at the Cape of Good 
Hope, to John Wilson Croker, esq. 
Secretary to the Admiralty, of which 
the following are Copies : 





\ 


Africaine, in Port Louis, Isle of Fray " 
Dec. 6, 1810. : 

Sir; I have the honour to announce to 
you, for the information of their Lordships 
the capture of the Isle of France and its 
dependencies, comprehending the extir. 
pation of the naval force of the enemy in 
these seas, and the subjugation of the Jas; 
remaining colonial territory of France. 

By my communication addressed to you 
on the 12th of October last, and forwarded 
to England by the Otter, from Bourbon, | 
had the honour to acquaint you, that! 
was on the point of resuming the blockade 
of the Isle of France ; I accordingly ar. 
rived off this port on the 19th, and, find. 
ing the whole of the enemy’s ships in the 
harbour, and two only apparently in a state 
of forward equipment, I left Captain Row- 
ley withthe Boadicea, Nisus, and Nereide+ 
to watch the movements of the enemy; 
and having previously detached the Cey- 
lon and Staunch to convoy the division of 
troops from Bourbon to Rodriguez, I pro- 
ceeded with the Commander of the forces 
(Major General the Hon. John Abercrom- 
by) who had embarked in the Africaine, 
towards that anchorage. On the 24h] 
was joined by Rear Admiral Drary, with 
a division of his squadron as per margin} 
and taking under my orders for the time 
being the Rear Admiral with the ships 
under his command, I was enabled to 
strengthen the blockading squadron, by 
detaching the Cornelia and Hesper for 
that purpose ; and with the others made 
all sail for Rodriguez, where the squadron 
arrived on the $d of November, and found 
lying there the division of troops from 
Bombay ; on the 6th arrived the division 
from Madras, under convoy of the Psyche 
and Cornwallis. On the sth, Rear Adm- 
ral Drury sailed with the Russell, Phaeton, 
and Bucephalus, to resume his command 
in India; on the 12th, arrived the division 
_— Bourbon, under convoy of the Cey- 
on. 

The divisions from Bengal and the Cape 
not arriving by the 20th, the season being 
so far advanced, and the anchorage (Su 
rounded by reefs) by no means secur 
more particularly for so large a number 
of ships, I determined on weighing wi 
the whole fleet on the morning of the 22d, 
proposing the convoy should cruise 

‘eee 

+ Late La Venus, captured by Co™ 
modore Rowley, as announced before. 

t Russell, Clorinde, Doris, Phaeto™ 
Bucephalus, Cornelia, Hesper. 
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windward until joined by one or other of 
the divisions. Very fortunately, intelli- 
gence was received on the night of the 
91st that the Bengal division, under con- 
voy of the Illustrious, was in the offing. 
General Abercromby deemed it, as well 
as myself, advisable they should not 
anchor ; but that, having communicated 
with the convoy, and given them such 
supplies a3 they might essentially require, 
we should proceed to the attack of the 
Isle of France, without waiting the junc- 
tion of the troops expected from the Cape. 
The whole fleet accordingly weighed from 
the anchorage, and on the morning of the 
29th bore up for the point of debarkation 
it had been determined to occupy in 
Grande Baye, about 12 miles to windward 
of Port Louis, where the Africaine leading 
in, and the several ships of war following 
with the convoy, according to a previous 
arrangement, the whole fleet were at an- 
chor by 10 0’clock, A. M. consisting of 
nearly 70 sail; and the army with their 
artillery, stores, and ammunition, the 
several detachments of marines serving 
in the squadron, with a large body of 
seamen, disembarked the same day, 
without a single loss or accident ; a divi- 
sion of ships still maintained a vigilant 
blockade of the port ; another division re- 
mained for the protection of the convoy at 
the anchorage; and a third, under my 
more immediate command, shifted their 
station as circumstances required, to keep 
up a more effectual communication with 
the army as it advanced, and which was 
dependant for its supplies of provisions and 
stores wholly on the resources of the navy. 

On the 2nd instant the Governor-Gene- 
ral De Caen proposed terms of Capitula- 
tion, and, Commissioners being appointed 
on either side, a Capitulation was signed 
and ratified on the morning ofthe 3d instant, 
at the British Head-Quarters, a copy of 
which I have the honour to transmit for 
their Lordships’ information. 

In a combined operation of this nature, 
the ultimate success of which must essen- 
tially in a great degree be made to depend 
upon a zealous and emulative co-operation 
and support through each gradation ;. and 
in the present instance, where these fea- 
tures have been so eminently conspicuous 
in every rank, and in every situation and 
circumstance, the recommendation ef par- 
ticular individuals to their Lordships’ more 
immediate notice may be deemed guper- 

uous, 

It is however from a sense of justice, 
that I record the services of Captain Bea- 





ver, of his Majesty’s ship Nisus, whom I 
entrusted with the superintendance of the 
whole arrangements for the disposition 
and debarkation of the army, and whose 
abilities and experience on similar occa- 
sions particularly qualified him to under- 
take this important duty. Nor should J 
omit to bear testimony to the unwearied 
exertions of Captain Patterson, of his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Hesper, and of Lieutenant B. 
Street, commanding the Government arm- 
ed ship Emma, who were employed for 
many successive nights in sounding, and 
(as it has been proved) gained a perfect 
knowledge of the anchorage on the ene- 
my’s coast, and who were equally stre- 
nuous in their services in various ways ou 
shore. 

I beg also to recommend to their 
Lordships’ notice Lieut. Edward Lloyd, 
who volunteered his services under the im- 
mediate eye of the commander of the 
forces, and in this, as well as many former 
instances, has received the most honoura- 
ble testimonies of his gallantry. 

I have the honour to transmit a copy ot 
a letter addressed to me by Captain Mon- 
tague, of the Royal Navy, who command- 
ed the first division of the seamen landed, 
as well as two extracts from General Or- 
ders issued at head-quarters. From the 
absence of sume of the ships, I have not 
been able to collect the returns of the 
number of marines and seamen landed, or 
of the loss, but I have the satisfaction to 
know it has been very inconsiderable. 

The return of shipping, as correctly 
stated as I have yet been able to collectit, 
I have the honour to inclose. Various 
censiderations have impelled me to dis« 
patch the Menelaus, with the least delay 
possible; and having entrusted these com- 
munications to the care of Captain Rowley, 
who will be the bearer of them to their 
Lordships, I beg to refer their Lordships to 
him for every further particular, and to 
add, that his long and arduous services on 
this station have established a just claim 
to any honourable distinction it may please 
their Lordships or the Country to bestow 
onhim. i have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Bertig. 


A List of Ships and Vessels of War present 
and assisting in the Capture of the Isle 
of Franee. 


Africaine, Captain Graham, acting; Vice 
Admiral Bertie. | 
Illustrious, Captain Broughton. 
Boadicea, Captain Rowley. 
Nisus, Captain Beaver. 
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Cornwallis, Captain Caulfield. 

Clorinde, Captain Briggs. 

Cornelia, Captain Edgele. 

Doris, Captain Lye. 

Nereide, Captain Henderson, Acting. 

Psyche, Captain Edgecumbe. 

Ceylon, Captain Tomkinson, Acting. 

Hesper, Captain Patterson. 

Hecate, Captain Rennie, Acting. 

Eclipse, Captain Lynne, Acting. , 

Emma, Government armed ship, Captain 
Street, Acting. 

Staunch, gun-brig, Lieutenant Craig, Act- 
ing. 

Egremont, Government sloop, Lieutenant 
Forder. 

Farquliar, Mr. Hervey, midshipman. 

Mouche. 

Phoebe, Captain Hillyer. 

Acieon, Lord Viscount Neville. 

(Signed) A. BERTIE. 


Terms of the Capitulation. 


We the undersigned major-general | 


Henry Warde, and commodore Josias 
Rowley, nominated on the part of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, by vice admiral Albemarle 
Bertie, commander in chief of bis Majes- 
ty’s ships and vessels employed at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the seas adjacent, 
and heutenant general the hon. John Aber. 
cromby, commander of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s forces on the one part; and Mar- 
tin Vandermaesen, general of division, 
member of the legion of honour, com- 
mandant of the troops of his imperial and 
royal Majesty the Emperor of France, at 
the Isle of France, and Mr. Victor Duprere, 
captaine de vaisseau of his Imperial and 
Royal Majesty, nominated on the part of 
Charles de Caen, grand officer of the le- 
gion of honour, general of division, captain 
general of the French Settlementsto the 
Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, on 
the other part; being severally and res- 
grate armed with full powers tosettlea 

reaty for the Capitulation and Surrender 
of the Isle of France, and all its dependen- 
cies, to the arms of his Britannic Majesty, 
do agree as follows : : 

Art. 1. The troops of his Imperial and 
Reyal Majesty the Emperor of France, 
forming the garrison of the Isle of France, 
the officers and non-commissioned officers, 
the officers of the imperial and Royal 
Marine, and the crews of the ships of war, 
shall not be considered as prisoners of war, 
neither the civil authorities, 


~ 





Answer.—The land and sea forces, of. 
ficers, subalterns and privates, shall not 


| be considered as prisoners of war, 


Art. 2. The troops of his Imperial and 
Royal Majest; shall retain their arms and 
colours, without ammunition, and all thei: 
personal effects and baggage, to the ex. 
tent of that which, upon honour, shall be 
declared private property. 

Answer.—They shall take away their 
effects and baggage. 

Art. 3. The troops of his Imperial and 
Royal Majesty, and the crews of the ships 
of the Imperial and Royal Marine, shall 
be sent, with their families, to a port in 
European France. 

Answer.—They shall be conveyed, to. 
cether with their families, to a port in the 
French Empire. 

Art. 4. For the above conveyance, | 
shall keep the four Imperial frigates La 
Manche, La Beilone, L’Astree, and La 
Minerve, as well as the Victor and Entre- 
prenante corvettes, with their officers, 
crews, guns, stores and provisions. 

Answer.—Altogether inadmissible. The 
crews of the ships of war of the Imperial 
and Royal Marine are provided for by the 
preceding article. 

Art. 5. To the above ships shal! be add- 
ed six transport vessels, to be selected by 
me, for our conveyance, with the neces- 
sary provision forthe crews and passen- 
gers. 

Answer.—Proper vessels shall be forth- 
with equipped as cartels, atthe expence of 
the British Government, provisioned and 
stored te convey the French Garrison, and 
the crews of the ships of war, to Huropeat 
France. The same vessels to be at liberty 
to proceed to any port of England without 


| delay. 


Art. 6. These conditions being agreed 
to, I shall give up the colony and all 1s 
dependencies, the magazines, &c. _ In- 
ventories shall be taken of all the articles 
belonging to the Emperor, and to be pre 
served for him and restared at a peace. 

Answer.—The colony and its depen 
dencies shall be ceded unconditionally ; 
no power being vested in the. parties 
contracting to determine its future des- 
tination. Inventories shall be taken by 
commissioners, to be appointed on bebalf 
of the contracting parties, of all public 
magazines and stores, which shall be give? 
up to the forces of ‘his Britannic Majesty 
in their actual state, and without deterior 
tion, (To be continued.) 
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